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THEFT OF THE EREKINE PAPERS 


Dear Archie, 

Thank you; thank you, thank youl 

Inthe past, our prestigious Peter Parker has been plagued by 
the flu, uncashable reward checks, stomach ulcers, and an 
overprotective aunt—all reasonably tealistic problems, but 
very amusing in the context of a super-hero environment, 
right? Right. 

However, none of these problems carried the humor potential 
of PETER PARKER #5’s‘main attraction, the so-called ‘“Wash- 
And-Wear Bowling Ball!” This sequence, coupled with Mr. 
Parker’s attempts to find something clean to wear, is destined 
to be a classic in the history of Spider-Man, Kudos to every- 
body responsible, 

As for the Vulture/Hitman duel, it was far better than last 
issue would have led me to believe. The final confrontation on 
pages 27-30 was one of the most suspenseful scenes Marvel has 
ever published. All in ail, | kinda liked the issue. 

Adam Castro 
59 Harlan Drive 


A New Rochelle, NY 10804 
Dear Marvel, 


Web-Zingers—I like that namee 

PETER PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN— 
| love that magazine} 

Issue #5 of PPTSS was the best yet. Why, you ask? Because 
of the cover, that’s why! It was highly relevant to the inside of 
the mag. 

But now, you slippery armadillos, as to the matter of that 
frozen “bowling ball of clothing—Spider-Man‘s webbing is 
without a doubt waterproof, so his clothes could not have 
gotten wet. The web-ball might have frozen, but no-way 
would the water have gotten through. Comprende? 

Bob Lisi 
74 Paulison Avenue 
Passaic, NJ 07055 

Sorry, Roberto, but in the now-famous case of the Wash-’N- 
Wear ball, Spidey had neglected to weave his web tight enough 
so that it would be waterproof. After all, it was gonna be under 
a ledge, right? Why waste webbing—webbing that might 
desperataly, be needed later on—when there's a ledge protect- 
ing his clothes from the elements? 

Unfortunately, there was the little matter of the broken 
water pipe and—well, the rest is history! 

Oh, in case you hadn’t noticed, Web-Zingers is now the title 
for the MARVEL TEAM-UP letters page. Waste not, want not! 
Dear Bullpen, 

Here's a little suggestion that | think you might like. Why 
not, in the future, do a PETER. PARKER ANNUAL, bringing 
back the Sinister Six. They were a hit @ few years ago, and | 


think they'd be even better now, And if you can’t bring them 
back, how about a new team with Lightmaster, the Hitman, 
Hand a few other of Spidey’s foes from the past. It would make 
for a great PPTSS ANNUAL #1. Maybe you could even bring 


NXE. 10022 back the Molten Man, Yeah, | know he apparently died, but 


80 did Doc Ock—and he came back. 

Anyway, | just wanted to tell you that you're doing a fine, 
job. So keep up the good work, and until Aunt May gfows-an’ 
Afro, make mine Marvel! 4 

Mark Bieganski- 
3611 West 103rd Street | 
Chicago, !L 60655 ' 

Uh-oh, Matk. We wish you hadn't said that! You just never 
know what May is gonna look like when she comes back from 
the beauty parlor! 

Anyhow, getting back to the crux of your missive, there 
aren’t any plans for an ANNUAL this year. But Affable Archie 
is slated to scribe this year’s SPIDER-MAN ANNUAL. Just 
what he has up his sleeve, we're not sure, but you can just bet 
that it’s gonna be a classic! 

Dear Marvel, 6 , 

| really liked issue #5 of PETER PARKER, THE 
SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN. It was one of the best comics 
\'ve ever read. As a matter of fact, it’s the second: best comic 
in my whole collection! 

Andy Allen 
Route #2 
Nelsonville, OH 45764 

Huh? 

Well, goe, Andy, don’t keep us in suspense! What's the first? 
Dear Arch and Sal, 

After a bit of searching and a little expended effort, | tinally 
managed to get a copy of SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN #5. | 
must say, this was the closest I’ve ever seen Spidey come to get- 
ting killed. | guess that, in a way, Spider-Man owes ‘his lif’ | 
to the Vulture, 

| was a bit disappointed, however. After the way Spidey 
darted after the Hitman on page 31, | thought surely that the 
Wall-crawler would be fighting him next issug. Not that I’m put 
out by Morbius’ impending return, but | was looking forward to 
a major Spider-Man/Hitman clash. 

Anyway, this issue was excellent. It’s chilling to realize that 
if the Hitman and the Vulture had been able to. work together, 
rather than at cross-purposes, Spider-Man could very likely have 
been killed. Sometimes it's fortunate that people can’t get 
along. George Conner 

133-11 145th Street 
South Ozone Park, NY 11436 

Yeah, George! Very fortunate in this case. 

Be that as it may, we haven't seen the last of the Hitman, As 
@ matter of fact, Spidey’s closing comments in issue #5 just 
might foreshadow a few things to come. 

And on that note, we bid you adieu for another thirty days. 
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While attending a demonstration in radiology, student PETER PARKER was bitten by a spider which had 
accidentally, been, exposed to RADIOACTIVE RAYS. Through a miracle of science, Peter soon found 
that he had GAINED. the arachnid’s powers...and had, in effect, become a human 
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